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classes who have more wealth than they can use ?
And so the old problem comes back; and we have,
as of old, the most contradictory answers to the
problem.

I am, I confess it, one of those old-fashioned
people who believe in progress, and hold that their
own century is distinctly better than any which pre-
ceded it; who would on no account go back, if they
could, to the days of the noble savages or even to the
brutalities and superstitions of the ages of faith. But
I do not think that I need argue that question for our
present purpose. We have got to this century some-
how, and we can only get out of it by living till the
twentieth. Meanwhile, we should make the best of
the interval. I will, therefore, only permit myself
one remark. If we suppose, with Mandeville, that
the instincts which have developed modern society
have been, to a great extent, selfish desires, that is,
for the personal comfort of the agent, irrespectively
of consequences to others, it does not follow that the
corresponding development has been mischievous.
Good commonplace moralists have been much in the
habit of condemning the selfish passions of kings and
conquerors. What can be an easier mark for de-
nunciation than such a man, for example, as Louis
XI. of France3 and the wily and cruel rulers of past
ages, whose only aim was to enlarge their own powers